Welcome Guide

Find all the information you need to prepare for your stay in
Ethiopia at the French Centre for Ethiopian Studies (CFEE)
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1. The French Centre for Ethiopian Studies (CFEE) @

About us

The French Centre for Ethiopian Studies (CFEE) is a joint research
centre run by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the National Centre for
Scientific Research (CNRS).

The CFEE explores a wide range of disciplines: archaeology, prehistory,
palaeontology, humanities and social sciences, and environmental
sciences.

Your workspace

At the CFEE, you will have access to a shared workspace, as the centre
houses the Berhanou Abebe Public Library. You will have access to
books and archives, as well as seminars and conferences organised
during your stay at the CFEE. You will also have access to Wi-Fi, printing
facilities, etc.
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1. The French Centre for Ethiopian Studies (CFEE) @

Your fieldwork in Ethiopia

Depending on your research topic, there are a number of rules and administrative procedures to be aware of. It is
essential that you inform us of your fieldwork plans so that we can obtain the necessary authorisations from the
relevant Ethiopian authorities (local council, ministry, etc.).

Geographical areas — Points to bear in mind

The security or political situation in Ethiopia can change rapidly. Furthermore, certain rural areas require you to be
accompanied by a local guide or to obtain authorisation from the authorities. The key is to contact us several
months before your departure (at least two months in advance) so that we can discuss your project together.

Mission order

If your employer issues a mission order, please send it to us in advance so that we can sign it.
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Avisais required to visit Ethiopia, regardless of the purpose of the visit.
Djibouti and Kenya are the only countries exempt from the visa requirement.

Stays of 1 month Stays of more than 1 month

Visa on arrival
For visits of more than one month, apply
for a visa on arrival. On arrival in Ethiopia,
you can pay for and obtain a tourist visa
valid for 2 or 3 months.

Online e-visa
For visits of one month, apply for a
tourist visa via the online platform

Duration and price: Validity and price:
30 days =62 dollars 90 days = 152 dollars
Extension:

Travellers may apply for an extension
before their visa expires at the
Ethiopian Immigration and Citizenship
Service (ICS) headquarters.

Extension:
The maximum duration is 3 months
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https://www.evisa.gov.et/

2. Visa

Eligibility criteria for a visa on arrival
Nationals of all countries participating in the
scheme among them Canada, France, Italy,

Burkina Faso, Togo, with the exception of
Colombia.

Eligibility criteria for the e-visa
Nationals of all countries worldwide may
obtain a tourist visa provided they meet the
following conditions.

Requirements
Copies of the following documents are
required: a recent passport-sized
photograph and the visa applicant’s
passport, which must be valid for at least
six months from the intended date of entry

Requirements
The visa applicant’s passport, valid for at least
six months from the intended date of entry into
Ethiopia, plus a return flight ticket

into Ethiopia.
Processing time Processing time
Under normal circumstances, the Visa extensions are granted approximately 3

processing time for a tourist visa is 3 days. days after the application is submitted s
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2. Visa

Our recommendations

Apply for your visa in good time (at least ten days before departure) via the official e-visa
application portal: . Don’t leave it until the last minute.

Please contact us if you encounter any difficulties or have any queries.

Remember to print out several copies of your visa and passport.
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https://www.evisa.gov.et/

3. Language

In Ethiopia, Amharic is the official language and the most widely
spoken, particularly in the capital, Addis Ababa, and in the central
regions. It is the main language used in administration, education and
the media.

English will be your language of communication in Ethiopia. English is
widely used as a second language.

Tips for communicating in Ethiopia:

* Learning a few words of Amharic (such as ‘Salam’for hello and
Amesegenallo’for thank you) is much appreciated.

* English works well in tourist and urban areas, but less so in rural
areas.
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4. Getting there

The CFEE is located in the Janmeda (Yeka) district, not far
from Menelik |l Hospital. It is close to both Addis Ababa
University (6kilo) and the French Embassy.

Transport apps in Addis Ababa

Cars are the main means of transport in Addis Ababa. It is
very easy to get around the Ethiopian capital. You can now
download transport apps such as Feres, Ride or Yango. They
work exactly like Uber and will allow you to travel throughout
the city.

Long-distance travel

If you wish to travel to other regions of Ethiopia, we
recommend travelling by plane. If you have travelled with
Ethiopian Airlines, you can benefit from discounts on
domestic flights.

Short journeys

The CFEE has off-road vehicles that we can make
available. You will need to let us know in advance if you
wish to use them, so that we can factor the costs into
your training fees. These additional costs will be specified
in the secondment contract (sighed before your
departure).

It is also possible to hire a vehicle with a driver to travel
outside Addis Ababa. Similarly, you will need to let us
know in advance so that we can factor the costs into the
training fees.

Outside major cities, night-time driving is not
recommended due to the presence of unlit vehicles and
livestock.
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Location of the French Centre for Ethiopian Studies Vaps
Distance from the airport to the CFEE: 9 km (30 minutes)
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/43cu3yKhQ3FQw2nT9
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/information-par-pays/ethiopie/presentation-de-l-ethiopie

5. Accommodation

Accommodation options in Addis Ababa vary greatly depending on the
neighbourhood and your budget. To find somewhere to stay, you can use the .
Airbnb app or the Booking platform, both of which work very well in Addis s

Ababa. o 54

It is also possible to use an estate agent to find accommodation. Below are the
contact details of a broker based in Addis who has comfortable flats meeting

European standards.

 Nebil: +251 97 037 5555 or by email: property@epmglobal.net - As a guide: a
one-bedroom flat (bedroom, living room, kitchen and bathroom) can cost
between 600 and 800 dollars a month in the lively Bole Atlas neighbourhood.

If you’re travelling in a group, consider sharing accommodation.

— Next page: accommodation options



mailto:property@epmglobal.net

5. Accommodation

I I I R

Louvre Grand Hotel &
Restaurant

Ghion Hotel

The Social House

Brighton Guest
House and Café

Dream View Guest
House

Yeka district (maps)

Near Meskel Square
(maps)

Atlas district (maps)

maps

Bole Japan
neighbourhood, near
Atmosphere (maps)

32 euros per night,
including breakfast

30 euros per night

25 euros per night,
including breakfast

25 euros per night

16 euros per night
Book on arrival

https://louvregrandho
tel.com/en/

Tel+251 11551 3222
or Booking

Tel +251 9 95 48 44 96
or via Booking

Tel: +251 9114080
92 or via Booking

Book on arrival
(please notify the
CFEE in advance)

10 to 20 minutes

10 to 20 minutes

15 to 25 minutes

20 to 30 minutes

20 to 30 minutes
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Louvre+Grand+Hotel+%26+Restaurant/@9.017422,38.7717704,14.25z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x164b857b0e4f0edd:0x897d8aaf69760e2c!8m2!3d9.0250137!4d38.7870312!16s%2Fg%2F11c0t905wn?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://louvregrandhotel.com/en/
https://louvregrandhotel.com/en/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ghion+Hotel+%7C+Stadum+%7C+%E1%8C%8D%E1%8B%AE%E1%8A%95+%E1%88%86%E1%89%B4%E1%88%8D+%7C+%E1%88%B5%E1%89%B3%E1%8B%B2%E1%8B%A8%E1%88%9D/@9.0138104,38.7497349,14.75z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x164b852e44205afd:0xe0df6f63dccacfd5!8m2!3d9.0145179!4d38.7591638!16s%2Fg%2F11l34twxp8?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.booking.com/Share-LkJf4zz
https://www.google.com/maps/place/SOCIAL+HOUSE+ADDIS+ABABA+%7C+%E1%88%B6%E1%88%BB%E1%88%8D+%E1%88%80%E1%8B%8D%E1%88%B5+%E1%8A%A0%E1%8B%B2%E1%88%B5+%E1%8A%A0%E1%89%A0%E1%89%A3/@9.0060848,38.7805169,17z/data=!4m20!1m10!3m9!1s0x164b8546656ad4d7:0x7b12c1bfd8b47a85!2zU09DSUFMIEhPVVNFIEFERElTIEFCQUJBIHwg4Yi24Yi74YiNIOGIgOGLjeGItSDhiqDhi7LhiLUg4Yqg4Ymg4Ymj!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d9.0060848!4d38.7805169!16s%2Fg%2F11tf23w1vt!3m8!1s0x164b8546656ad4d7:0x7b12c1bfd8b47a85!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d9.0060848!4d38.7805169!16s%2Fg%2F11tf23w1vt?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.booking.com/hotel/et/social-house.fr.html?aid=311984&label=social-house-vRXfokJYsHcz%2ABjAtuYHggS675418032942%3Apl%3Ata%3Ap1%3Ap2%3Aac%3Aap%3Aneg%3Afi%3Atiaud-2382347442888%3Akwd-1930098121173%3Alp1005570%3Ali%3Adec%3Adm%3Appccp%3DUmFuZG9tSVYkc2RlIyh9YXdX6HrtnYy-Ml68sH-ljtU&sid=86627e5df1425a8a26692292790c88ab&dest_id=-603097&dest_type=city&dist=0&group_adults=2&group_children=0&hapos=1&hpos=1&no_rooms=1&req_adults=2&req_children=0&room1=A%2CA&sb_price_type=total&sr_order=popularity&srepoch=1782218547&srpvid=e0135950b97d0285&type=total&ucfs=1&
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Brighton+Guest+House+and+Cafe/@9.0090701,38.7739972,15z/data=!4m9!3m8!1s0x164b85e50cb1723b:0xbfacb613bc5edd20!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d9.0076878!4d38.7866717!16s%2Fg%2F11wx9vj_ng?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.booking.com/hotel/et/brighton-guest-house-and-cafe.fr.html?aid=2311236&label=en-nl-booking-desktop-z1FMtxUw%2ANJbaKLijtHxOgS652828997710%3Apl%3Ata%3Ap1%3Ap2%3Aac%3Aap%3Aneg%3Afi%3Atikwd-65526620%3Alp9064730%3Ali%3Adec%3Adm-Share-q7HISy%401779285819&sid=86627e5df1425a8a26692292790c88ab&all_sr_blocks=1329252907_432946685_2_2_0&checkin=2026-09-01&checkout=2026-09-30&dest_id=-603097&dest_type=city&dist=0&group_adults=2&group_children=0&hapos=1&highlighted_blocks=1329252907_432946685_2_2_0&hpos=1&matching_block_id=1329252907_432946685_2_2_0&no_rooms=1&req_adults=2&req_children=0&room1=A%2CA&sb_price_type=total&sr_order=popularity&sr_pri_blocks=1329252907_432946685_2_2_0__58000&srepoch=1782218960&srpvid=01b15a2560c70049&type=total&ucfs=1&
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Atmosphere/@8.9889218,38.7833893,19.25z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x164b85ee97fa9095:0xfc7c05db008cf099!8m2!3d8.989318!4d38.7839367!16s%2Fg%2F11s3v3_qk1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

6. Currency & Telephony

The currency in Ethiopia is the Ethiopian birr (ETB). Buying a SIM card

Euros and dollars are not accepted in shops, with the You can buy a local SIM card (Ethio Telecom) at the airport
exception of certain hotels. branch or near the CFEE. There are currently unlimited
The exchange rate fluctuates constantly. Rate as at 20 plans available at very reasonable rates. We recommend
May 2026: 1 euro = 180 birr and 1 dollar = 156 birr. getting your SIM card at the airport, as you’ll be able to

easily book a taxi using the FERES, RIDE or YANGO apps.
Where can you withdraw and/or exchange money?

e At the airport: Currency exchange bureaux are Package:

available on arrival. Month — 24 GB data = 950 birrs

* Withdrawals from cash machines (ATMs): Visa * Monthly - 60 GB data = 1,500 birr

and Mastercard are accepted at most ATMs in major «  Monthly - 1,200 minutes’ calls & 30 GB data = 1,345
cities. :
birrs

e Card payments: Accepted in hotels and tourist
restaurants, but rarely or never used in markets or

* Unlimited monthly — Calls & data = 2,650 birrs

on local transport.
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7. Food

Health precautions
. Do notdrink tap water! Opt for bottled water instead.

. Fruit and vegetables: Wash your vegetables thoroughly at
home. In restaurants, be careful with uncooked food.

. Meat: Ethiopians eat it in various forms, including raw. It’s
delicious, but do exercise caution. Be careful when choosing
restaurants.

. Spices: Berbere and mitmita (a chilli mix) are very hot. Ask for
‘alega’ (mild) if you’re sensitive to spice.

Vegetarian/Vegan

No problem! Ethiopian cuisine offers plenty of options (beyaynetu,
shiro, misir wat, etc.).

Funded by
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7. Food

Within walking distance of the CFEE
(5 to 10 minutes)

Koba: bakery & restaurant
Olive & Bread: Italian restaurant
Sale e Pepe: Italian restaurant
Five Loaves: Western-style restaurant

A little further away from the CFEE

Romina Restaurant: Ethiopian restaurant
Pain d’épice: French bakery
La Mandoline: French restaurant
Meskott: upmarket restaurant

Traditional and cultural restaurant in Addis Ababa

Yod Abyssinia Traditional Restaurant
Totot Traditional Food X

* X %

Habesha 2000 * oy
Kategna Restaurant Funded by

the European Union




8. Health

First-aid kit Vaccinations

Make sure you pack a first-aid kit suitable for your trip. Although For a stay in the city, no vaccinations are compulsory,
there are pharmacies in Addis Ababa, dosages may differ from although being vaccinated against hepatitis A and B is
those you are used to. strongly recommended.

Health insurance A yellow fever vaccination is not compulsory unless

you are coming from a country considered to be at risk.

Check that your health insurance cover is valid abroad. If
necessary, take out additional insurance for your stay. Also Medical care

remember to check whether your bank card includes

o If you fall ill and need medical care, there are no GP
repatriation cover. practices in Addis, so you will need to go to hospital.

Malaria « Nordic Medical Centre (24/7) / +251 929 10 56 53

Good news: in Addis Ababa, the risk of malaria is virtually non- e Suisse Clinic / +251 9 21 78 71 20
existent. No preventive treatment is therefore necessary.
However, if you plan to travel to other parts of the country where

malaria may be present, consult your doctor for suitable

preventive treatment.
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9. Safety

Use common sense

Addis Ababa is a relatively safe city, but it is important to
take a few standard precautions. As in many large cities,
watch out for pickpockets. They usually work in pairs or
groups, with one distracting you whilst the other steals
your phone or wallet.

It is also not advisable to walk around at night.

Road safety

Outside major cities, driving at night is strictly to be
avoided. Plan your journeys in advance and travel in the
morning.

Prohibited items

It is forbidden to travel with binoculars or drones in
Ethiopia. Your equipment may be detained and
confiscated during airport security checks, even on
domestic flights.

For further information on safety in Ethiopia, please visit
the website.

Funded by
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https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/information-par-pays/ethiopie/presentation-de-l-ethiopie

10. Climate and clothing

The first thing that sometimes surprises travellers is that Addis Ababa is at a high altitude (2,600 m). The climate
there is fairly mild. You may sometimes be surprised to find yourself getting out of breath more quickly. Make sure
you drink plenty of fluids, especially after a long journey; it is much drier than in Europe and you can become
dehydrated very quickly.

The weather varies depending on the time of year:

e Dryseason (October to May)

 Temperatures: Pleasant, between 15°C and 25°C during the day. Nights can be cool, especially in
December and January (down to 5-10°C).

* Rainfall: Very rare; skies are generally clear and sunny.
 Rainy season (June to September)

* Temperatures: Mild, between 14°C and 22°C, but humidity is higher.

* Rainfall: Daily, heavy showers, often in the afternoon or evening. Showers are short but can be heavy
 Short rainy season (March to April)

* Light, intermittent rain, less intense than in summer. Temperatures similar to those in the dry season, but
with a slight rise in humidity.

* 4k
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10. Climate and clothing

Practical advice

 Clothing:

Dry season: Pack layers (a light jumper for cool evenings) and a hat for the sun. At this altitude, protect
yourself from the sun (sun cream).

Rainy season: A raincoat, an umbrella and quick-drying clothing.

In Ethiopia, and particularly in cities such as Addis Ababa, wearing short clothing (shorts, short skirts, tank
tops) is generally tolerated for tourists, but it is important to bear in mind the country’s cultural and
religious context, which is very conservative, especially outside tourist areas. In rural areas and at religious
sites, you should opt for modest clothing and cover your shoulders and knees.

Funded by
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See you soon!

Contact us at the French Centre for Ethiopian Studies

Constance Perrin-Joly, constance.perrin-joly@cnrs.fr
Maéla Bobinet, maela.bobinet@cnrs.fr or on WhatsApp on +33 6 18 02 86 72

(@ncens 3
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